Are You Considering Enrollment in Honors General Chemistry?
The decision on whether to enroll in honors general chemistry, Chem0710 is often based on
knowledge from previous chemistry classes or through the chemistry AP or IB exam. While a
strong academic background is important, your interest in chemistry and motivation to learn are
just as important and correlative to your success.
The course enrollment is typically 40-50 students. It consists of two 75-minute lectures per week
and a 4-hour lab where the first hour is dedicated as a recitation. The course is taught by
Dr. Wagner and the recitations/labs are taught by graduate students and undergraduate students
who have taken the course. This creates a supportive structure with a low student to teacher ratio.
To help you in the decision process, consider the ten questions below.
1. Are you curious and like read about science?
2. Do you like to discuss science topics with others?
3. Do you like to figure out how things work?
4. Do you like to extrapolate your knowledge to solve new and different types of problems?
5. Would you rather think than memorize?
6. Would you like to become better at solving complex problems?
7. Would you like to become better at the scientific process?
8. Would you like to work on chemical experiments that you design?
9. Would you like to work collaboratively with other students?
10. Did you have at least one year of high school chemistry that emphasized explanation rather
than memorization?
If you answered “yes” to some of the questions above, then Chem0710 may be a good fit for you.
If you are a motivated student who wants to be challenged in an encouraging and smaller class size
environment, then you will enjoy this course! Students develop a great rapport and community
with each other and very often become great friends!
Quotes from past students:
“It changes the way you think, helps you problem solve, and lets you see how chemistry functions
in the real world.”
“A deeper level of understanding you don’t get to experience in other general chemistry
courses!”
“By far, one of the best classes I’ve taken at Pitt. 12/10 would recommend!”

To learn more, email Dr. Eugene Wagner at ewagner@pitt.edu.

